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COPY THE FOLLOWING IN THE CLASSWORK 

I. LONG ANSWERS 

1.Why were 'reserved constituencies' devised for the weaker sections by the makers of the 

Indian constitution? 

Ans. (i) The constitution makers were worried that in an open electoral competition, certain 

weaker sections may not stand a good chance to get elected to the Lok Sabha and to the State 

Legislative Assemblies. (ii) They may not have the required resources, education and contacts 

to contest and win elections against others. (iii) Those who are influential and resourceful may 

prevent them from winning the elections. (iv) If that happens, our Parliament and Assemblies 

will be deprived of the voice of a significant section of the population. This would make ou r 

democracy less representative and less democratic.  

2.  What powers are exercised by the Election Commission of India?  

Ans.  (i) The Election Commission (EC) controls the elections right from the announcement of 

the elections to the declaration of the result. (ii) It implements the Code of Conduct and 

punishes any candidate or party that violates it. (iii) During the election peri od, the EC can 

order the government to follow some guidelines, to prevent the use and misuse of government 

power to enhance its chances to win the elections or to transfer some government officials. (iv) 

If the EC comes to know that the polling was not fair in some booths or even an entire 

constituency, they order a repoll.  

3. What election laws are made for campaigning? 

Every political party and candidate gets a fair and equal chance to compete. According to our 

election law, no party or candidate can: (i) bribe or threaten the voters to vote for them only; 

(ii) appeal to the voters in the name of caste or religion; (iii) use the government resources for 

election campaigns; (iv) spend more than ` 25 lakhs in a constituency for the Lok Sabha 

elections or ` 10 lakhs in a constituency during an assembly election. If they do so, their 

election can be rejected by the court even after they have been declared elected.  


